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Research Title : Caricatures and political Cartoons in Siam (1922-1932)

Researcher : Chatbongkoch Sriwattanasarn

Abstract

This research study had three objectives, First to study caricatures and political
cartoons , and also political commentaries, that began to be published in various newspaper in
Siam during the lately period of King Vajiravudh ‘s Reign through the Reign of King Prajadhipok
But only up to the 1932 coup, Second, to derive from these sources the ideas communicated
by the artists and cartoonists, Third, to arrive at an understanding of the political, economic,
social and cultural issues then current and also the differences in ideas between the rulers and
the intellectuals whom the artists and cartoonists represented. Emphasis was placed on

Bangkok Karnmuang and Siam Review Rai Saphada.

The study employed political history and art history methodologies in the
interpretation of the caricatures and political cartoons so as to come to an understanding of the
historical events and happenings, political, economic and social, as well as the living condition

in Siam before the 1932 coup /revolution.

The study found that in the 10 years prior to the coup /revolution. Caricatures and
political cartoons were continuously published and were diverse. They claimed to represent
public opinion by raising political,economic and social issues so as to catalyze pubic
discussion. They did so by satirically criticizing the rulers, exposing. Uncovering corruption
and also demanding political change, explicitly purity and boldly. They thus partly prompted the
Act press to be proclaimed in to Law the Press control Act 1922 and 1927 and Acts to control

the Press and publication an created the environment favorable to The coup/ Revolution.
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