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Royal Lives Refreshed at Klai Kangwon Palace

(Sans Souci - on - sea)

1. Klai Kangwon built out of love

1.1 When the railways reached Hua Hin

In 1911 during the Reign of H.M. King Vajiravudh (Rama VI), the southern railway line
was extended from Petchburi town southwards towards the Malay Peninsula, As a result, Ban
Samoe Rieng or Hin Rieng, now called Hua Hin, a quiet fishing village on the Western coast of
the Gulf of Siam, in time became a seaside resort of beauty and fame.

1.2 Klai Kangwon Garden

H.M. King Prajadhipok (Rama VII), when he was H.R.H. The Prince of Sukhothai, was
fond of spending time there to convalesce and for recreation. He stayed at H.R.H. Prince
Kromaphra Nares Varariddhi’s San Samran Villa or at the villa that belonged to his mother,
H.M. Queen Dowager Saovabha Phongsri. This was in the early days of his courtship with
Mom Chao Rambhai Barni who soon became his consort.

Soon after he ascended the Throne, H.M. King Prajadhipok in 1926 ordered land by Hua
Hin beach to be bought and a palace to be built on the site for H.M. Queen Rambhai Barni with
his own funds.
The choice of Hua Hin was undoubtedly because its sea air was beneficial to his health and
because it was also the place where their love for each other grew.

He ordered Mom Chao Itthithepsan Kritakara to design the holiday residence. The
architecture, Spanish in style but adapted to suit the tropical climate, was more like a homely
set of villas than a grandiose palace. All the buildings faced the breeze from the sea. The building

materials chosen were in line with the natural environment of the locality and, for reasons of



economy, were in part timber from demolished villas and surplus roofing tiles from another
royal villa built in the previous reign.

* Mom chao designates the lowest rank of prince and princesses (His Serne Highness-H.S.H).

Buildings in Klai Kangwon Palace (Caption for pictures)

a. Piam Suk Villa

This two-storied brick and stone villa with a tower on one side and concealed raised
verandahs at the front and the back, appears big from the outside but in fact is quite moderate
inside. It served as the residence of Their Majesties King Prajadhipok and Queen Rambhai
Barni.

b. Pluk Kasem Villa

This less grand looking two-storied brick structure was where Their Majesties King
Prajadhipok and Queen Rambhai Barni spent a few days when Piam Suk was under
construction.

During the H.M. King Bhumibol Adulyade;j’s Reign, an extension was added to serve
as the residence of H.R.H. Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn.

¢. Erb Prem Villa

This is one of two bungalows, twinned, but not exactly identical, with Aim Pree Villa.
It was originally intended for use by senior Mom Chao.

d. Aim Pree Villa

This villa was designated to serve as the place where junior Mom Chao stayed.

e. Sala Rueng Pavillion

This is an airy multi-purpose building, about 500 square metres in area. During H.M.

King Prajadhipok’s Reign, and indeed afterwards, it was used for religious ceremonies, parties,
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musical evenings, film shows and indoor sports, such as badminton. It served also as the
Audience Hall for the occasional meetings of the Abhi Ratha Montri (The Supreme Council of
State) and the Council of Ministers at which H.M. King Prajadhipok presided. Attached to it is
a squash racket court, its spectator balcony reachable by a staircase with colorful banisters.

During H.M. King Bhumibol’s Reign, it was put to much the same diverse uses. Notably,
the King and his private jazz band played there at night, sometimes until dawn the next day.

f. Noi Villa

This simply named two-storied villa is set apart from the others. It is also the only one
with its own walled fence enclosing a small garden, clearly to afford privacy. Probably
originally intended for visiting foreign dignitaries, Their Majesties King Prajadhipok and Queen
Rambhai Barni spent the night here before Piam Suk Villa housewarming ceremony was held
in April 1929. The Queen’s royal parents were also known to have stayed there.

During H.M. King Bhumibol’s Reign, H.M. Queen Rambhai Barni of the Seventh

Reign, as she was by then known as, stayed here at least once at the invitation of H.M. King
Bhumibol. It mostly served as the seaside residence of H.R.H. Princess Srinagarindra, the

Princess Mother.
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2. Klai Kangwon... far from cares but never without love

2.1 Piam Suk...full of happiness, full of love

2.1.1 The New royal residence

On April 10-12, 1929, The Royal Housewarming Ceremony and related events were
held. Notable among the latter was “Klai Kangwon Revue,” a series of skits directed by H.M.
King Prajadhipok himself and performed by courtiers, young and otherwise.

The King also unofficially joined the Thai classical ensemble performance, as it was not
customary for him to appear to do so in public. The performers were given enameled gold
badges and brooches and the guests other souvenir items bearing an emblem representing Their
Majesties’ royal names specially designed by M.C. Itthithepsan.

H.M. King Prajadhipok sojourned often to Klai Kangwon where he engaged in activities,
formal and otherwise. These latter involved trips to familiarize himself with the ways of life of
local fisher folks and other groups, including the Karen people, playing golf, composing Thai
classical music and taking photographs and movie.

2.1.2 King Rama IX’s Royal Honeymoon

While Klai Kangwon was the second home to their Majesties King Prajadhipok and
Queen Rambhai Barni, it was the honeymoon spot for Their Majesties King Bhumibol
Adulyadej and Queen Sirikit. Klai Kangwon was thus a place of happiness and joy in the lives
of both the royal couples.

The latter royal couple went to stay at Klai Kangwon for 5 days immediately
after their Royal Wedding of April 28, 1950 in Bangkok. Ever since, Klai Kangwon frequently
served as the site of their wedding anniversary parties. It was also where His Majesty engaged

in sailing the dinghies he designed and built with his own hands. While his jazz band and music
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replaced the Thai classical ensemble of former times, it was from Klai Kangwon that sprang
H.M. King Bhumibol’s early projects to alleviate the sufferings of his people.
2.2 For the People’s wellbeing.
During both reigns, a number of royal projects were initiated at and from Hua Hin to
encourage and enable the people to engage in self-help and self-government.
2.2.1 Seventh Reign

a. The Gulf of Siam’s West Coast Area Development Council.

In tandem with the construction of Klai Kangwon, H.M. King Prajadhipok
promulgated the statute on the Development of the Gulf of Siam’s West Coast Area, 1926. It
was his scheme to experiment in local self-government through municipalities that was one of
the dimensions of his incremental strategy of peaceful change towards stable as sustainable
democracy in Siam. The area extended from Hua Hin to Cha-am. While the Council was initially
made up of appointees and under the chairmanship of H.R.H. Prince Purachatra Jayakara, The
Prince of Kampaengphet, the vision was towards an elected one. Its projects were initially
financed out of a surcharge on rail travel. Later property taxes were levied, including on the
palace itself.

Its projects involved town planning , the building of the main Cha-am to Nong
Kae main road and lanes at intervals for beach access, and the construction of the state-of-the —
art Chatrajaya Market and health stations. Water sources for the waterworks and for irrigation
were searched for, and electricity generation begun. The Council became the model for Hua Hin
Municipality that was set up soon after the 1932 coup.

b. Constitutional Monarchy

The coup of June 24, 1932 against the so-called Absolute Monarchy was staged

in Bangkok when the King was staying at Klai Kangwon Palace. A telegram was sent by the
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coup promoters to ask His Majesty King Prajadhipok to become a Constitutional Monarch. He

agreed to it, reasoning that it was already his intention to move towards that brand of democracy.

Furthermore, conflict resulting in damage to the people and the nation could be avoided thereby.
2.2.2 Ninth Reign

a. Royally-initiated Projects for rural development in the Gulf of Siam’s West
Coast Area.

In May 1952, when H.M. King Bhumibol was on his way to visit the villagers of Ban
Huay Kod in Tambon Hin Lek Fai, Hua Hin District, his van trudged through a muddy and
potholed buffalo cart route and got stuck. It was with difficulty that eventually it was dislodged
by soldiers, policemen and local villagers.

The King then proceeded to ask Rudy Ngamkam, one of the villagers, about the
problem they faced. The man replied that not having a road was the biggest problem because it
took as long as two days and two nights to reach Hua Hin market. It meant that the villagers’
agricultural produce had become rotten by the time they reached there and the money gained
from their sale did not cover the expenses. The King thus ordered a 20 Kilometres road to be

built out of his own funds. Later, he renamed the village “Huay Mongkol” (Auspicious Creek).
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Over time, many royally—initiated projects ensued in the vicinity, for instance:

1963: Khao Tao Reservoir, Hua Hin District, Prachuab Khirikhan Province.

1983: Huay Sai Development Study Center, Tambon Sam Phraya District, Petchburi

province.

1985: H.R.H. Princess Sri Nakharindra Borom Raja Chonnanee Garden Project,

Tambon Sam Phraya, Cha-am District Petchburi Province.

1990: Laem Pak Bia Environmental Research and Development Project, Petchburi

Province.

2006: Vegetable Oil and Biodiesel Production Factory, Tambon Nong Plub, Hua Hin

District, Prachuab Khirikhan Province.

2009: Chang Hua Mun Project, Tambon Khao Krapook, Tha Yang District, Petchburi

Province.

b. Klai Kangwon Palace School

His Majesty King Ananda Mahidol had on June 22, 1938 set up Klai Kangwon School
as a place to educate the children of royal retainers in a way similar to how H.M. King
Prajadhipok had set up the Yaowakumarn School (School for youths) in Bangkok’s Dusit
Palace.

In 1950, His Majesty King Bhumibol had built an additional school building and
appointed educational professionals to the School Board. Today, Klai Kangwon Palace School
provides both general and vocational education and has become also a center for distance
education, broadcasting by satellite lessons to schools in remote localities throughout the realm.
This can be considered as a development arising out of the fact that broadcasting was begun in

the country during the Reign of H.M. King Prajadhipok.
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c. Distance Education Via Satellite Foundation

This foundation has its origins in the Bureau of the Royal Household’s initiative to bring
communications technology for use in the provision of education to Royal Project schools and
those of the Department of General Education in remote areas. This was such that the quality of
education provided could be raised to be on the par with those in urban areas. In1993, H.M.King
Bhumibol gave his permission for a television broadcasting station to be set up at Klai Kangwon

Palace. The School’s Board thus set up the “Distance Education Via Satellite Foundation.”

d. Grand Audience at Klai Kangwon

Klai Kangwon Palace was to witness another historic occasion. H.M. King Bhumibol
Adulyadej ordered ceremonies Grand Audience to be organized at the newly built multi-purpose
building named “Rajpracha Samakhom” (King-People Assembly pavilion) in the grounds on 5
December 2013 to mark His Birthday. Such Grand Audience had never been held outside the

capital city previously.
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3. Klai Kangwon ... Never Distant

From Klai Kangwon, the two Royal couples had transmuted their love for each other
into a loving kindness and generosity towards all the people of the realm. H.M. King Bhumibol
Adulyadej had multiplied the meritorious deeds begun by H.M. King Prajadhipok, in
infrastructural development and education for instance, and developed them into the Royally—
initiated Projects too numerous to recount. They shared the aim of enabling us to be self- reliant
and secure in our livelihood, ultimately with the knowledge, intellect and skill to govern
ourselves in a democracy.

Never distant would democracy be if we were to really learn the lessons they in their

compassion left us as their legacies.
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