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Abstract

This research paper, titled “The Committee of the Privy Council: The initial stage of the Thai
Parliament in the reign of King Prajadhipok,” aims to understand the role of the Committee of the Privy
Council established by King Prajadhipok prior to the 1932 Siamese Revolution. The committee was
intended to serve as a legislative experimental ground and a mechanism to restrain royal power, and
this study explores its impact on the House of Representatives after the revolution during his reign. The
methodology employed is historical research, involving the examination of historical documents and
evidence. This includes materials from the National Archives, rare books, and records of parliamentary
meetings. The study’s objectives are twofold: first, to meticulously examine the Committee of the Privy
Council from its initial conceptualization, encompassing the laws defining its powers and duties, its
operational procedures, its roles and achievements, its inherent limitations, its eventual dissolution, and
its subsequent influence on the House of Representatives from 1925 to 1934. Second, the study aims
to analyze political and administrative issues during King Prajadhipok’s reign before the advent of
democracy, specifically through the relevant legal provisions of that era. The findings indicate that due
to limitations stemming from organizational structure, personnel involvement, and prevailing political
culture, the Committee of the Privy Council did not successfully achieve its objectives of serving as a
parliamentary experimental ground or effectively restraining royal power, as King Prajadhipok had
intended upon its establishment on September 2, 1927. Evidence suggests that the committee
convened fewer than ten times per year, with meeting frequency decreasing annually. Furthermore, the
legislative proposals referred to the Privy Council Committee for deliberation primarily concerned the
general public rather than matters of state administration. This meant the committee did not effectively
control executive power, consequently hindering its evolution into a fully representative parliament,
unlike the House of Representatives that emerged after the 1932 revolution. Therefore, following the
revolution, Committee of the Privy Council was dissolved on July 14, 1932, as it became a redundant
political body overlapping with the newly established House of Representatives under the new

democratic system.
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in Siam Bafinumeuniianandnszuannudsuuladiulumassrulnesuazanddusatudn <
seems to me that, if it is admitted that some day we may be forced to have some form of
democracy in Siam, we must prepare ourselves for it gradually. We must learn and we must
educate ourselves. We must learn and experiment so as to have an idea as to how a
parliamentary government would work in Siam. We must try to educate the people to be
politically conscious, to realize their real interests so that the will not be misled by agitators or
mere dreamers of Utopia. If we are to have a parliament, we must teach the people how the

vote and how to elect representatives who will really have their interests at heart.”®"

[
1Y

fau ﬂWié’@@?ﬂaaﬁﬂifuiugﬂamﬂﬁumiamuum?ﬁuﬂur’fnLLiﬂﬁ'ﬁﬂﬁ’mym'aﬂ’lﬁ’umm
Wasuulaaduinty fmnudnneunidunszsduiinatuienduin “The reorganization of the
Privy Council is an attempt to carry out the first step of these ideas. It will be said that the
Committee of the Privy Council as reorganized will not really represent public opinion in general,
and that as a body it will not really be representative of the interests of the people. This is, of
course, quite true. It is firstly intended to be an experiment and education in methods of

parliamentary debate. | believe that the experience to be gained will be useful.”®
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later decay, and the danger of having some day a bad king is almost a certainty. | believe that

every method had been tried so as always to obtain a good king on the throne, and every

method has developed some flaw.”*®
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done a great service to my country and the Dynasty.”’’
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