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Executive Summary

The Siamese revolution of 1932, marked a watershed moment that fundamentally reshaped
Thailand’s political and social landscape. It signified the transition from an absolute monarchy—where the
king held supreme authority in executive, legislative, and judicial matters—to a constitutional democracy
in which sovereignty belonged to the people. This transition was not merely a change in political structure,
but also a process of cultivating new political understandings among the populace in order to establish the
legitimacy and durability of the newly born democratic regime. In this context, communication and the

dissemination of political knowledge played a crucial role.

Within this historical moment, the People’s Party (Khana Ratsadon), as the group that initiated the
revolution, became the central force directing political knowledge, producing knowledge, and controlling
communication processes in society. Their aim was to secure public acceptance of the new regime and
ensure its stability. The primary objective of this research is to examine how the People’s Party government
positioned, explained, and framed the role and status of the monarchy during the transitional period between

1932 and 1938—a formative phase in Thailand’s political transformation.

The study employs historical and documentary analysis, drawing upon primary sources such as
official government documents, academic papers, school textbooks, printed media from the period, and
other relevant archival materials. These sources reveal the state’s intentions, strategies, and intellectual

processes in redefining the meaning and image of the monarchy following the revolution.

The findings show that the People’s Party systematically produced and disseminated political
knowledge to construct a new understanding of the monarchy under the constitutional framework. Their
efforts emphasized that supreme power belonged to the people and that the role of the king had shifted from
that of an absolute ruler to a “head of state” under the supremacy of the constitution. This reconfiguration
of royal authority was conveyed through various channels: official documents that laid down the principles

of the new political order, revised school textbooks aligned with democratic ideals, academic writings



clarifying the legal status of the monarchy, and state publications designed to inculcate new political ideas

among the wider public.

The production of this knowledge was not merely an academic endeavor but an integral component
of the People’s Party’s political strategy. Its purpose was to legitimize the new regime while mitigating
tensions with conservative forces that retained influence in society. By articulating the monarchy as a
“constitutional monarchy,” the government reframed the institution’s role to fit within a democratic context
without directly rejecting or confronting it. Instead, it highlighted the monarch’s symbolic role as the
“symbol of state continuity,” preserving cultural significance and state legitimacy while transferring actual

political power to the people and their appointed and elected representatives.

This process reflects the People’s Party’s deliberate and conciliatory approach to managing political
change. Through the strategic use of knowledge and communication, they simultaneously transformed
power structures and social worldviews, minimizing the risk of intense conflict between the old and new
regimes. These mechanisms also played a crucial role in embedding the notion of popular sovereignty within

Thailand’s political system.

In conclusion, this research demonstrates that the role of the People’s Party government extended
beyond structural political reform. They acted as “producers” and “managers” of political knowledge,
employing reinterpretation, legal explanation, historical writing, and public communication as tools to
legitimize the democratic regime and adapt the monarchy’s role to the modern era. This study thus offers
critical insights into the political dynamics of a pivotal turning point in Thai history and provides a clearer
understanding of how democratic governance was constructed in a society where the monarchy remained a

central institution.
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Abstract

The Siamese revolution of 1932, stands as a watershed moment in modern Thai history,
marking the shift from absolute monarchy—where the king wielded supreme power in
legislative, executive, and judicial affairs—to constitutional democracy under a written
constitution, in which sovereignty was vested in the people. This transformation was not
merely a structural change in governance but also a profound intellectual and ideological
transition, requiring the population to understand and accept the principles of a new political
order. In this context, the People’s Party sovernment emerged as the central agent in shaping

political discourse and knowledge to legitimize the nascent democratic regime.

This research investigates how the monarchy was positioned, interpreted, and explained by
the People’s Party government between 1932 and 1938. Drawing on primary historical
sources—including official documents, school textbooks, academic writings, and pro-
government print media—this study examines how the state constructed new frameworks of
explanation to reconcile the continued existence of the monarchy with the principles of
constitutional democracy. The central hypothesis is that after the revolution, the government
sought not to negate the monarchy but to reinterpret its role under the constitution, situating

the king as a “head of state” whose authority derived from the people rather than divine right.

The findings reveal that the People’s Party government systematically produced and
disseminated political knowledge to reshape public perceptions of the monarchy. Through
legal texts, historical narratives, and educational materials, the monarchy was presented as a
constitutional institution embedded within the democratic order. This approach was
deliberate and strategic, serving to legitimize the new regime and ensure a smooth political
transition in the face of tensions between the old and new elites. The representation of the
king emphasized his role as a “symbol of state continuity” rather than as a political authority,

aligning with constitutional principles while maintaining cultural resonance.

Moreover, this research highlights the government’s conciliatory interpretive strategies, which
sought to balance respect for the monarchy with the promotion of democratic values. By
framing the monarchy within constitutional boundaries and emphasizing the sovereignty of

the people, the government was able to manage political change effectively in a volatile



period. The process of knowledge production and dissemination functioned as a key political
instrument, not only to legitimize the democratic regime but also to reshape collective

political consciousness.
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