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Executive Summary

This research examines and analyzes the historical document, The Records of the
Commercial Council of the Ministry of Commerce and Communications' during the reign of King
Prajadhipok (Rama VII), which originated in the reign of King Vajiravudh (Rama VI). The study aims

to investigate Siam’s economic communication according to three objectives:

1. To study the application of modern economic knowledge during the reign of King

Prajadhipok (Rama VII)

2. To analyze the limitations of economic communication and dissemination of

information in The Records of the Commercial Council

3. To examine the economic and social environment of the Siamese government during

this period.

Siam faced changes in the global trading system as well as pressures from domestic
economic conditions. In response, the government introduced the concept of “statistics” as a
crucial tool, leading to the establishment of the Department of Commerce and Statistical
Forecasting in 1915 to collect and analyze trade data. This department was later elevated to the
Ministry of Commerce, alongside the establishment of the Commercial Council in 1920, to
integrate commercial activities systematically. During King Prajadhipok’s reign, the Ministry of
Commerce was merged with the Ministry of Communications to improve efficiency and reduce

budgetary burdens. Nevertheless, the Records of the Commercial Council continued to function



as an important channel for disseminating information on economic and commercial policies,

reflecting the adoption of modern knowledge in governance.

However, despite being an important source of economic information, the Records had
notable limitations, particularly in communication. Its format emphasized bureaucratic use more
than public dissemination, and the readership was largely confined to the educated class. Still,
the creation of such documents laid the foundation for future systems of economic information

management.

Moreover, the Records provide a comprehensive picture of Siam’s economy and
commerce during King Prajadhipok’s reign. They illustrate the functioning of commercial
institutions, the categories of exports and imports, and the relationship between the Siamese

market and global markets.

In conclusion, the Records of the Commercial Council stand as a significant historical
source that demonstrates how statistical data and modern economic knowledge were employed
as essential tools in shaping Siam’s economy and commercial policies. These documents reflect
the government’s adaptation to global contexts and form an important foundation for the

management of the Siamese/Thai economy in subsequent eras.
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Abstract

Siam’s economic development accelerated after the signing of the Bowring Treaty in 1855
and through King Chulalongkorn’s reforms. Despite this progress, a specialized agency for
commerce was lacking. To address this gap, King Vajiravudh established the Ministry of Commerce
and the Commercial Council to exchange ideas and craft policy. Later, in King Prajadhipok’s reign,

these functions merged with the Ministry of Transport to streamline government and expenses.

Since its establishment, the Ministry of Commerce has prioritized publishing the Record of
the Commercial Council to inform the Siamese public about commerce and report on domestic

and international economic situations.

During the reign of King Prajadhipok, the Record of the Commercial Council published a
total of 377 articles covering trade reports on rice, timber, minerals, and other goods, as well as
updates on foreign markets. The publication also presented government policies, private sector
trade activities, and the application of modern knowledge to the understanding of commercial

and economic conditions, such as statistics, economics, chemistry, and botany.

Although the Records played a crucial role in promoting an understanding of commerce
and broadening public economic perspectives, their circulation remained limited to urban areas
and government offices—especially in Bangkok—where readers had access to modern education

and were better equipped to comprehend the published content.
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